
The Last Sunday After Trinity 

My dear Friends,  

Last Sunday and through this past week many of you asked me ‘what's happening about Church on Sunday?’ 
Well I suppose you have all now heard that from Friday 23 October until Monday 9th November we are 
returning to tighter restrictions on our movements in most aspects of our lives. You may have been surprised 
to learn that this includes not only a cancellation of public worship again but no opportunity of private prayer 
in our Churches or any other place of worship. We hope and pray that this will make a significant change in 
the spread of the virus particularly here in our part of Cardiff where figures tell us it is of the highest in Wales.  

Since I was last writing to you I have taken services in our much loved church buildings in Roath , Grangetown 
and Llanishen. As a priest it is always a privilege and joy to do so whether it is for a few or many. We only 
exist to be there to do that for the community we serve. I must admit however that there are moments of 
quiet in our churches when my eyes stray to look at the stained glass, the statuary and paintings which have 
been given and treasured by former generations to beautify our buildings and give glory to God. Also when I 
am alone in Church or when there are only a few there I often think of and pray for those  prevented from 
being with us for good reason at this time and also those who have gone before and are now at rest. I 
remember where they sat. Some reading this I know will not have been in Church or anywhere for almost a 
year.  

If we had been in Church this Sunday we would have all heard a reading from St Matthew Chapter22, v34-46 
where Jesus is tested by a lawyer on the commandments. You may remember that our Lord tells the religious 
leaders that the greatest commandments are to love God and your neighbour as yourself, on these all law 
and the prophets hang. In the ongoing challenges of the pandemic we may have had our questions for God, 
just like many who came to Jesus did. This straightforward and simple answer is one that should resonate for 
every age and circumstance. Whatever may befall us we should love God for all his goodness to us, even 
though sometimes we are tested. Also we should love our neighbours. This is not always easy as it does not 
mean just the people we like or love but all those who we may come across. I have heard of countless acts 
of love and care that have been prompted by the present crisis. Even when we are weary and weak we should 
try to do something that will bring a glimpse of God’s love to others.  

We may be physically prevented from being together but sending a note, writing a letter, a friendly text or 
email but above all a phone call to someone who might not be expecting it can have gratifying results. We 
are constantly being challenged with a new way of living but sharing our time with others in whatever way 
we can helps build and maintain our community of Faith. Which way will you this week love your neighbour 
as yourself? 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


